176           DIARY OF GIDEON WELLES     [AUG. 20

respondence, because it displays energy as well as correct
intentions. The removal of Sheridan will break no bones;
had it been earlier done it would have been more popular.
He ought never to have been detailed to command that
department and govern those States in the first place,
but, having been detailed, should have been removed on
the first exhibition of his unfitness. Sickles should also
have been cleared out some time since. The President
showed me after the Cabinet adjourned an impertinent
and presuming letter from King Sickles, who insists on
obstructing the Federal Courts and setting them at defi-
ance, because if he and the other four viceroys, or little
monarchs, cannot set the courts aside, the courts will set
the little monarchs aside. I advised the President to
make short work with King Sickles.

August 22, Thursday. Had this A.M. an hour's conver-
sation or more with General Grant. It was the first time
I had met him in the War Department since he entered
upon the duties of Secretary, and I congratulated him on
his new position. He thought he ought to decline receiving
congratulations on that account, but they were obviously
acceptable. I begged to differ from him and inquired why
he should decline congratulations on a change which had
been so well and favorably received by the whole country.
"Well," he said, "I do not know about that; these changes
that are going on, striking down men who have been faith-
ful through the War, I do not like." "So far as the War
Department is concerned," said I, "the country on all
hands believe that as good and faithful a War man is in
the place as we have had at any time." He disclaimed
alluding to that change. "If," said I, "you have Sheridan
and Thomas in your mind, there is no denying that Thomas
is in every respect as good a War man, with better ad-
ministrative powers than Sheridan, whom I would by no
means disparage."

With this opening, we went into a general discussion